

		Nancy Washburn – LDA
		nancylynnwashburn@gmail.com
October 20, 2025


Mr. Ryan Schmidt
Village Engineer
Village of Caledonia
5043 Chester Lane
Racine, WI  43402

Re:  Homestead – Request for Waiver

Dear Ryan, 

Pursuant to the discussion ongoing with Village Staff and Attorney Ekes, The Newport Group, LTD, owner and Developer is requesting a Waiver to the Ordinance as it regards Conservation Easements.  

The current Village code requires that a conservation easement be placed on protected open spaces.  Per State Statute, the only entities that can hold that easement are actual Conservation Trusts or government or municipal entities.  

We have submitted the request to SENO, the former Kenosha Racine Land Trust, for their review and response in writing to us.  SENO has created guidelines for sites that they may consider.  They have a minimum size requirement of 10 acres and are looking for pristine quality sites, with endangered species of plants, animals or wildlife.  As of their preliminary review this project does not meet their criteria.  We are waiting for a November SENO Board meeting for the Board to send us that in writing.  I forwarded those emails received from Stacy, their Executive Director which stated their likely denial.  

In the meantime, The Developer is suggesting that we place a Protection Easement on the wetland area of the plat.  It basically gives the HOA the responsibility to manage the protected area using the established Stewardship Plan as their management tool.  

The Developer is going to initiate the Stewardship Plan until such time as the HOA takes over.   

I have attached a draft of such a Protection Easement for your review and use. 

We are requesting this be placed on the October Plan Commission for discussion and possible action.  

Please let me know what else you need!

Respectfully Submitted, 

Nancy Washburn


Nancy Washburn
Land Development Administration, LLC
Agent for The Newport Group


Cc: Raymond C. Leffler
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