
Date: October 15, 2025 

 

To: Town of West Bend Plan Commission 

From: Kristen Hoss, Asst. Zoning Administrator 

Subject: Amend Appendix A of the Town’s Zoning Code to permit non-residential 

fences in the P-1 Public and Private Park District (P-1 District); Town of 

West Bend, applicant 

Application: 2025-07 

 

Meeting: October 23, 2025, Plan Commission meeting 
 

General description The Town of West Bend is proposing to amend the Town’s zoning code to 

allow non-residential fences in the P-1 District as a permitted use. Currently, it is not an allowed 

use in the P-1 District but is allowed in B-1 Commercial/Mixed-Use District, B-2 

Commercial/Mixed Use District, and M-1 Industrial District. The change would be made to the 

Uses Matrix in Appendix A as shown in the draft ordinance attached as Exhibit A. 

Background The Town identified the need for this amendment after receiving an inquiry from 

Washington County to replace a dilapidated fence near the public launch on Silver Lake. As 

drafted, the amendment would allow public uses such as this to obtain a non-residential 

fence permit provided all applicable standards are met. The current code does not list non-

residential fences as a permitted use in the P-1 district, creating inconsistency with other 

districts that accommodate similar uses. 

Notice requirements A notice of public hearing was published in the Washington County Daily 

News on October 8 and 15, 2025.  

Review procedures The Plan Commission makes a recommendation, and the Town Board 

makes the final decision. 

Staff Recommendation Staff recommend approval of the proposed text amendment based 

on the following reasons: 

The P-1 District provides for public and private parks, recreation, and open-space uses that 

meet community needs while preserving the Town’s natural, cultural, and environmental 

resources. The district allows low-intensity improvements that support recreational, institutional, 

and public purposes without detracting from the Town’s rural and environmental character. 

Fencing is occasionally needed in park and open-space settings to protect facilities, define 

park boundaries, secure maintenance areas, enhance safety around recreational amenities, 

or buffer residential uses from nonresidential uses. Because the current code does not list non-

residential fences as a permitted use in the P-1 District, the Town initiated this amendment to 

ensure consistency with the district’s purpose and to provide flexibility.  Therefore, approval of 

the zoning amendment is consistent with the purpose and intent of the Ordinance. 

Proposed motion for Plan Commission: Recommend to the Town Board the approval of the 

proposed change to Appendix A of the zoning code, allowing non-residential fences as a 

permitted use in the P-1 Public and Private Park District. 



 

 

Attachments: 

A. Draft Ordinance 

B. Appendix A: Use Matrix 

C. Fence, Non-Residential Supplemental Standards 



TOWN OF WEST BEND 

ORDINANCE NO. 2025-07 

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE TOWN’S ZONING REGULATIONS IN CHAPTER 325 OF 

THE MUNICIPAL CODE 

 

  THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF WEST BEND, WASHINGTON COUNTY, 

WISCONSIN DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. The table in Appendix A of the Town's zoning regulation is amended by showing that 

“Fence, non-residential” is allowed in the P-1 Public and Private Park District as a permitted use. 

 

 

 

Section 2. Severability: Each section, subsection, sentence, clause and phrase of this ordinance is 

declared to be an independent section, subsection, sentence, clause and phrase, and in the finding or 

holding of any such portion of this ordinance to be unconstitutional, void or ineffective for any cause, 

or reason, shall not affect any other portion of this ordinance. 

 

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect upon passage and posting as provided by law. 
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Ordinance 2025-03 

Page 2 
_________________________________________ 
 

 PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Town Board of the Town of West Bend, Washington 

County, Wisconsin this ________ day of ____________________, 2025. 

 

  

       ____________________________________ 

       Troy Zagel, Chairman 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Mark Wagor, Supervisor 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Steve Lindley, Supervisor 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________ 

Julie Ihlenfeld, Clerk 
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