
Date: April 29, 2022 

 

To: Town of Mukwonago Plan Commission and Town Board 

 

From: Tim Schwecke, Town Planner 

 

Subject:  A.  Special exception to exceed the standard floor area of a detached accessory 

building for property located at W314S7810 Century Drive pursuant to Section 36-

719 of the zoning code; Joel and Sandra Sebald, applicant 

   Application:  2022-20; https://s.zoninghub.com/0KMN8O8QYH  

 

  B. Special exception for placement of detached accessory building in front of 

principal dwelling building for property located at W314S7810 Century Drive 

pursuant to Section 36-733 of the zoning code; Joel and Sandra Sebald, applicant 

   2022-21; https://s.zoninghub.com/5VFEQORCW8  

 

Meeting: May 4, 2022 Plan Commission and Town Board meeting 

 

General description Joel and Sandra Sebald own the property at W314S7810 Century Drive and would 

like to construct an accessory building (1,200 square feet). As proposed, their project requires two 

different special exceptions as described in the following sections of this report.  

 

The placement of the building on the lot suggests that the overhead doors will be facing east, towards 

the house. This needs to be confirmed. 

 

Subject Property 

 
 

Jurisdiction The subject property is not located in Waukesha County’s zoning jurisdiction.  

 

Zoning: R-1 

 

Acreage: 2.2 acres 

 

General decision criteria Special exceptions are evaluated on a case-by-case basis using the factors 

listed below. 

(1) The size of the subject property in comparison to other properties in the area; 

(2) The extent to which the issuance of the special exception permit would be in keeping with the 

overall intent of this chapter; 

(3) Whether there are any unique circumstances and the nature of those circumstances that 

warrant the issuance of the special exception permit; 

(4) The nature and extent of anticipated impacts to the natural environment that could potentially 

occur if the special exception permit was granted; 
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(5) The nature and extent of anticipated positive and negative effects on properties in the area; 

(6) Actions the applicant will undertake to mitigate the negative effects, if any, of the proposed 

special exception; 

(7) A factor specifically listed under a section of this chapter authorizing the issuance of a special 

exception permit; and 

(8) Any other factor that relates to the purposes of this chapter as set forth in s. 36-5 or as allowed 

by state law. 

 

A. Floor area 

Based on the zoning district (R-1) and size of the property (2.2 acres), the maximum floor area for 

accessory buildings that would be allowed is 820 square feet.  

 

The petitioner is proposing an accessory building with a footprint of 1,200 square feet (an overage of 

620 square feet). 

 

Public notice Aside from being shown on a published meeting agenda, no other public notice is 

required. 

 

Review procedure The Plan Commission is advisory and the Town Board makes the final decision.  

 

A special exception for additional floor area can only be granted when:  

(1) the detached building has no more than 4 side-by-side vehicles facing the right-of-way from 

which the dwelling unit has street access; 

(2) the detached building is not used for any commercial or industrial purposes, except as 

otherwise allowed by the chapter; and 

(3) the detached building complies with all other requirements of this chapter. 

To grant approval, the following determinations are required: 

(1) the architecture of the accessory building is compatible with the dwelling unit; 

(2) the accessory building will not be adverse to the public health, safety or welfare;  

(3) the accessory building will not be in conflict with the spirit or intent of this chapter; and  

(4) the accessory building will not otherwise be detrimental to the town or the immediate 

neighborhood where the structure would be located. 

In reviewing the petitioner’s request, the general considerations set forth in s. 36-424 (included above) 

must also be considered. 

Imposition of conditions If deemed necessary, the Plan Commission may recommend and the Town 

Board may require screening and/or landscaping. 

Motion by Plan Commission for approval: Motion to recommend to the Town Board the approval of 

the petitioner’s request for additional floor area based on the specific findings and the terms and 

conditions listed below. 

 

Specific Findings: (1) The architecture of the accessory building is compatible with the dwelling 

unit. (2) The accessory building will not be adverse to the public health, safety or welfare. (3) The 

accessory building will not be in conflict with the spirit or intent of this chapter. (4) The accessory 

building will not otherwise be detrimental to the Town or the immediate neighborhood where the 

structure would be located.     (continued on next page) 
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Conditions:  

(1) The proposed building must comply with all applicable requirements of the Town’s zoning 

regulations. 

(2) The property owner must obtain a zoning permit within 6 months of this date. 

(3) The property owner must obtain a building permit for the approved building within 9 months 

of this date and complete the authorized work within one year of obtaining the permit. 

(4) Prior to issuance of a building permit, the property owner must record a deed restriction as 

approved by the town indicating the use of the building is limited to non-commercial uses. 

 

 

B. Placement 

The proposed location is in front of the house. 

 

Review procedure The Plan Commission is advisory and the Town Board makes the final decision. In 

addition to the factors set forth in s. 36-424 (included above) that apply to all special exceptions, the 

Plan Commission and Town Board must consider the following factors as set forth in s. 36-733 of the 

zoning code that apply to this type of special exception: 

(1) the size of the subject property, 

(2) the character of the area, 

(3) the size of the proposed accessory building, 

(4) the extent to which the proposed accessory building is visible from public and private streets 

and other properties in the area, 

(5) the practical difficulty in placing the proposed accessory building in the location described in 

this subsection, and 

(6) other factors related to relevant circumstances. 

Imposition of conditions In approving a special exception, the Plan Commission may recommend and 

the Town Board may impose one or more conditions deemed necessary to further the intent and 

purposes of this chapter. Such conditions, for example, may relate to landscaping and screening, 

outdoor lighting, and hours of operation. 

 

Motion by Plan Commission for approval Motion to recommend to the Town Board the approval of 

the petitioner’s request, subject to the terms and conditions listed below. 

(1) The proposed building must comply with all applicable requirements of the Town’s zoning 

regulations. 

(2) The property owner must obtain a zoning permit within 6 months of this date. 

(3) The property owner must obtain a building permit for the approved building within 9 months of 

this date and complete the authorized work within one year of obtaining the permit. 

(4) Prior to issuance of a building permit, the petitioner must file a deed restriction in the office of 

the county register of deeds setting forth the nature of the approval and any conditions that 

may be imposed. 

 

Attachments: 

1. Application materials 
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